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Stock Early Childhood Center, “Where all children belong,” fosters a love for learning in every child by 

providing inclusive and differentiated programs that nurture and support all of our students. The 

curricula is intentionally focused on developmentally appropriate social / emotional growth, language 

development, self-help skills, challenging academic learning experiences, fine arts and physical 

development. Stock provides experiences and interactions that promote problem solving and strategic 

reasoning skills, insightfulness, perseverance, curiosity and creativity. 

Stock was the first school in Illinois to implement the blended model of instruction, and was also the 

first to hold two Early Childhood Awards of Excellence, one for Inclusion of Students with Special Needs 

and another for Teaching and Learning. Stock also had won district awards for its superior social and 

emotional learning supports. 

Stock uses a play based, team teaching approach to maximize the potential of all students. Every team 

consists of teachers and specialists, each with their own area of expertise, that collaborate and meet 

regularly to prioritize objectives, share information, and evaluate student progress. We believe an 

intentional focus on developmentally appropriate social / emotional growth, self-help needs, rigorous 

academics, fine arts and physical development will maximize each student’s learning. Stock is 

committed to providing inclusive and differentiated programs that nurture and support all of our 

students by utilizing a culture of professional inquiry, share leadership and mutual accountability of all 

staff, parents and community partners. Parent and families are a central part of the school community, 

and Stock believes that engaging parents in student learning is vital to student success.  

The goal of the Chicago Early Learning Blended Program is to emphasize that every experience and 

interaction in high quality preschool is intention, and will prepare preschool children for the remainder 

of their educational careers. Students in the Intensive Supports Program receive support from a Special 

Educator in an instructional classroom for 100% of their day, but are included with their age appropriate 

peers in as many opportunities as possible. 

Stock School embraces a school climate that is warm, loving, stimulating, positive and productive. We 

offer a 4:1 ratio of staff to students, so all children receive the appropriate amount of support as they 

learn and develop. Stock feels each student will reach their greatest potential if they love school and 

love their teacher. 

School Information 

Stock currently has two preschool sessions for the 2020-2021 school year. Our morning session runs 

9:00-11:30 AM, and our afternoon session is from 12:15-2:45 PM. Students are enrolled in either the 

half day AM or PM. Students may enter through a gradual entry process, to ease the transition from 

home to school. Parents accompany children for an hour their first day, and students attend for just one 

hour (alone) the following two days. We’ve found this gradual entry process to be beneficial for both 

child and parent.  

Teachers at Stock communicate on a daily basis with parents. All our formal communication is via e-mail, 

and we also utilize the SeeSaw text messaging app to share pictures of students hard at work playing or 

participating in classroom special events! Parents can see in real time what their children are doing at 



school, and use it to spark conversation at home. This photo is a message to a parent from a teacher 

showcasing the child’s art during centers or playtime. 

Additionally, parents are given a formal report via our Teaching Strategies Gold © assessment tool. 

Teachers rate the children in the fall, winter and spring on 37 different points of development, including 

social / emotional, literacy, math, fine and gross motor, language, cognitive skills, and more. We also 

hold Parent / Teacher conferences two times per year, in November and April. 

Finally, classroom newsletters are sent out bi-weekly to highlight the important work going on in the 

classroom, give reminders to families, and provide information regarding school-wide events. 

 

Family Involvement 

Parents at Stock School have many ways to be involved and connected to our school community. We 

know that Stock would not have the resources and opportunities available to students without the hard 

work and generosity of our parents. Parents are invited to participate in monthly classroom special 

events, share cultural experiences, be the weekly “Mystery Reader,” attend field trips, and volunteer at 

various classroom events. We have an open door policy at Stock and love to see our parents each 

morning and afternoon! 

Parent can also participate in the parent-teacher organization, Friends of Stock, which raises money for 

special events throughout the school year. In the past, Friends of Stock has been responsible for funding 

special performances for students, staff support events, social parent outings, our CHiME © preschool 

music program, and various technological needs. Friends of Stock is also responsible for organizing the 

school’s biggest fundraiser, Stockapalooza, each spring. In 2019, Stockapalooza raised over $30,000 for 

our school! Friends of Stock has monthly meeting and all parents are encouraged to join. 

Stock School also provides monthly meetings for parents to gain more information on various topics of 

child development. We offer presentations and expert guest speakers on a variety of topics including 

social / emotional development, toilet training, beginning literacy, preschool math, kindergarten 

transition, and more. 

  



Sample Weekly Schedule – Blended Classroom 

In-Person Learning 

 

  



Sample Weekly Schedule – Intensive Supports Classroom 

In Person Learning 

 



Sample Weekly Schedule – Blended Classroom 

eLearning 

9:00-10:00 – Large Group Instruction / Small Group Breakout sessions through Google Meets 

Students will still receive weekly Gym / Music lessons through Google Meets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample Weekly Schedule – Intensive Supports Classroom 

eLearning 

9:00 – 10:00 Whole Group / Small Group Learning through Google Meets 

1:1 Meetings to work on individualized goals through Google Meets 

 

 

 

 

 



Stock School Calendar 2020-2021* 

*The events below are based on an in-person, non-socially distanced program. Calendar of events to be 

updated / changed based on best practices during COVID-19 pandemic / eLearning.  

*Dates subject to change. 

 
 

September 

• First day of school 

• Friends of Stock Fundraiser 

• Vision & Hearing Screeners 

• Touch A Truck Event 
 

February 

• West African Dancers Performance 

• Stock Hop Valentine’s Dance 

October 

• Someone Special Day 

• Picture Day 

• Stocktober Fest (Adult Event) 

• Halloween Fun 
 

March 

• Spirit Week 

• Math & Science Day 

• Pi Day 

November 

• Parent / Teacher Conferences 

• Jim Gill Musician Performance 

• Thanksgiving Break 
 

April 

• Spring Break 

• Parent / Teacher Conferences 

• Week of the Young Child 

• Rickover Jazz Band Performance 
 

December 

• Polar Express Celebration 

• School Carolers Visit 

• Santa Visit 

• Winter Break 
 

May 

• Buddy Baseball 

• Misericordia Heartzingers Performance 

• Stockapalooza: Parent Fundraiser 

• Family Planting Day 

January 

• School Resumes 

• Urban Gateways Storytellers Performance 

• Parent Learning: Social / Emotional 
 

June 

• Family Fun Day 

• Incoming Family Orientation 

• Last Day of School 
 



Stock School Special Events 

 

Someone Special Day 

Stock honors all the special people in our students’ lives, whether it is a 

grandparent, uncle, aunt, parent, or family friend. We know these 

individuals are a big part of a young child’s life! Students invite their 

“special someone” to participate in classroom activities and honor them on 

their special day.  

 

Halloween Fun 

Stock is famous for our Halloween celebration! The gym is transformed into a graveyard and 

obstacle course and classrooms offer a variety of Halloween games. Classroom teams dress up 

and compete for the best staff costumes! 

 

Holiday Express 

One Friday each winter, students come to school cozy in their pajamas, 

gather in the gym, view parts of The Polar Express movie and sing-a-long 

to the movie songs. Students are familiarized to the story with a 

classroom read-a-loud throughout the week.  

 

Math & Science Day 

Students and the families travel to different classrooms as they participate in different STEM 

activities. These fun, hands-on, investigative learning experiences show students and families 

how math and science play a part in our everyday life! 

 

Family Planting Day 

In May, students invite a special family member or family friend to join them at school and 

plant flowers outside to celebrate the start of spring and warm weather. 



Family Fun Day 

Family Fun Day is Stock’s big celebration of the end of the school year! Families, staff and 

students join in races, a parade, and play time together as one big school community to say 

farewell to our students moving on, and celebrate all the wonderful accomplishments of the 

past year.  

 

All School Music & Events 

Throughout the school year, we invite students and families to join in our all school special 

events such as the Jazz Band Performance, Storyteller, and Irish Dancers. We also sing as a 

school during All School Music, at least once per month! 

 

 

 

 



Gym Program 

All students at Stock School engage in gym class two times per week to promote active play and 

promote gross motor skills. After the warm up exercises with Mr. Anthony, students participate 

in team sports and activities. During free time, students can use adaptive bikes, equipment, and 

can also climb, jump, swing, run and stay very busy! Students gain strength and body awareness 

during the gym program. Our “dream gym” is one of the greatest assets of Stock School. 

 

CHiME © Music Program 

Each week, students participate in music class with a teacher from the CHiME (Chicago Center 

for Music Education) Program, formerly Suzuki-Orff. This partnership with Stock School allows 

students to explore instruments, practice patience and turn-taking skills, and explore different 

cultures through song. 

 

Technology 

Stock School allows students the ability to explore new technology at their developmental level. 

All classrooms are equipped with SMART © Board technology to allow students to be 

interactive during daily sign-in, while reading stories, researching a project, or participating in 

weekly mini-yoga sessions. 

 

Assistive Technology & Augmentative Communication 

Students with fine and gross motor, sensory, and various communication needs have access to 

a variety of assistive technology and communication methods at Stock. Our staff utilizes core 

vocabulary, sign language, picture exchange and dynamic communication devices to help 

students interact with their peers, teachers and learning environment.  

This technology allows students to access their curriculum in various methods to master 

physical, social and communication skills. 


